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[Letter One:] 

Mint of the United States at Philadelphia, Pa. 

Superintendent’s Office, 

August 11, 1891 

Dear Sir 

Mr. Leech assayer in charge of Denver Mint does not seem to understand me. We do not 
take any thing off Denver’s Mint from receipt the deduction of an ounce from every 10,000 as 
authorized by the Mint Regulation page 12. If the Denver Mint does the same to the Depositor 
there should be no loss in either institution. The trouble here appears to be in the scales or 
weights. I will copy off the different weights on the Nos. 1 & 2 received in July & the loss 
received from Denver Office. 

Total Gross ozs. 3736.31 Denver’s Total Gross U.S. M. Phila. 3735.45 ozs. 

(No. 1) “ “ “ Stamped on bar ozs 3736.03 In detail 



Cot stamped 
on bar 

Phila. Mint 
wt. Actual 

(No 2) Wt 
Stamped 
on Bar 

Phila. 

Mint Wt 
actual 



Beny. 

11 

209.61 

209.60 

400.75 

400.62 

Gross Wt oz 

66 

31 

204.25 

204.25 

317.05 

317.05 


66 

63 

417.51 

417.50 

202.24 

202.24 


Massmets 

1 

515.24 

515.20 

216.75 

216.75 

Denver Statement 


2 

500.93 

500.90 

271.37 

271.39 



3 

548.05 

547.85 

516.07 

515.99 

Ozs. 4232.92 


4 

657.03 

656.75 

506.18 

505.98 



5 

683.41 

683.40 

517.31 

517.29 




3726.03 

3735.45 

696.14 

696.- 






589.57 

589.61 






4233.40 

4232.90 
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[Letter Two:] 

[Abstract:] Relative to discrepancies in Denver & Phila. weights of certain bars comprising 
Shipments Nos. 1 & 2 gold Bars. 

Mint of the United States at Denver, Colorado, 

Assayer’s Office, 

August 3, 1891 

Sir: 


Acknowledging yours of 29th ultimo. I would say that your weigh clerk, Mr. Cochran, 
appears not to have appreciated the point to which I called particular attention that your 
institution credits us with full weight on one bar; a loss of but one hundredth each on three bars; 
three and four hundredths respectively on two other bars, and then charges the two bars 
remaining with twenty and twenty eight hundredths bars. 

I regret that Mr. C. has been compelled in the past to “call your attention repeatedly to 
shortages in the weights of our mass melts”; also that their institution was not notified of these 
constant shrinkages. At the same time it is difficult to comprehend those these mass melt bars 
can so offend, for they are weighed by three separate parties and correspondingly stamped after 
checking immediately before being carefully packed for shipment. Our balances are adjusted 
daily, as you say is the case with your own. 

Referring to the shipping statement accompanying these deposits, let me explain that the 
totals there set forth are but transcripts of three on the detailed, individual bar exhibit forwarded 
the Bureau of the Mint at the same time, these latter of course embodying the deductions legally 
made here in our purchase of bullion, that insure to the benefit of the Melter’s account. Although 
it has always been customary to furnish you these totals, I surmise that they have served to 
mislead you in checking our weights, as they do not fairly represent the bars forwarded. I would 
suggest that unless you have other reasons for them, you check from the figure stamped on the 
mass melt bars themselves. 

In conclusion permit me to say that I write in no captious spirit, nor would I disparage in 
the least your great institution and its splendid management, but I desire swiftly the 
disentanglement of what would seem to operate as a mystification of our mutual accounts and 
tend to discredit the source of each. 

Respectfully yours, 

E.O. Leech 

Actg. Assayer in Chg. 

Hon. O.C. Bosbyshell, 

Phila., Pa. 

Supt. U.S. Mint 



